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Earlier this week, I was outside enjoying the slightly warmer weather we’ve been having 

and talking to my neighbors as they hung some Christmas lights on their home.  One of the 

things they mentioned that they’re looking forward to this year is watching the expressions on 

the faces of their kids who are two, four, and six as they open up their Christmas presents.  It 

seems for most people there comes a point when we start to feel that maybe it’s better to give 

than to receive.  But I’m going to challenge that line of thinking.  The point I’d like you to take 

home today is that Christmas is, first and foremost, about what you get. 

And maybe that isn’t what you expected to hear from a pastor, but let me clarify what I 

mean.  It isn’t about the presents you get under the tree, or the greetings you get in the mail or in 

person.  Christmas is about what you receive from God. 

That’s what the Apostle Paul reminds us of in Titus 2:11-14.  11 The grace of God has 

appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and 

worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 
13 while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to 

purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. 

One word in that first sentence from Titus 2 sums up the entire “true meaning of 

Christmas” and identifies the essence of “the spirit of the season.”  It’s that little word grace.  

Grace is what Christmas is all about because Christmas is when Jesus came into the world to 

give us His grace.  So what is grace?  When God talks about grace in the Bible what He is 

talking about is the undeserved love which He shows to people like you and me.  And from this 

short little passage in Paul’s letter to Titus we can see that He gives us that grace for three 

reasons: to save us, to change us, and to give us hope. 

First of all, Jesus gives us grace to save us.  Verse 11 said, the grace of God that offers 

salvation to all people has appeared.  And in verse 14 we read that Jesus gave Himself for us 

to redeem us from all wickedness.   

If grace is God’s undeserved love for us, the reason that it’s undeserved is because we’re 

sinful.  We haven’t earned God’s forgiveness, we haven’t earned heaven, and we haven’t earned 

the right to call ourselves God’s people.  As sinners who have broken God’s law, the only thing 

that you and I have earned is God’s judgment, His punishment—to be cut off from Him and His 

love forever.  Christmas is when Jesus came to give us what we haven’t earned, saving us from 

the death and damnation we deserved and giving us forgiveness from our sins, a home in heaven, 

and the right to call ourselves children of God. 

In order to do that, a price had to be paid.  That’s the picture behind that word “redeem” 

in verse 14.  In order to redeem us—in order to buy us our freedom from slavery to sin and 

death—Jesus had to pay the price.  And the price that He offered was Himself.  Today we 

celebrate the fact that Jesus came into this world so that as true God and true man He could offer 

Himself for us in an act of pure, undeserved grace to save us from our sins.   

But verse 14 keeps going.  You see, when we celebrate Christmas we aren’t just 

celebrating that God sent us a Savior to redeem us by taking the punishment of our sins on 
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Himself, we’re celebrating that He’s given us a Savior who purifies us.  He doesn’t just 

externally announce our forgiveness, He goes to work within us—changing us—transforming us 

into a people of His very own who are eager to do what is right.  Or as verse 12 puts it, Jesus 

graciously gives us the power to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live 

self-controlled, upright and godly lives.   

When you look at those three adjectives that describe the new life Jesus came at 

Christmas to give us, what do you see?  Self-controlled refers to how we deal with ourselves; 

uprightness to how we treat our fellow human beings; and godliness to our relationship with 

God.  The aim of the grace that Jesus gives us is to make us Christians who in every area of life 

are pleasing to God. 

Our purpose, then, is to live according to that grace which Jesus has given us.  We move 

away from the lifestyle of wickedness and sin, and adopt the lifestyle of love which He shows us 

in His Word. 

Christmas is all about God’s grace which He gives us in Jesus Christ.  His grace gives us 

salvation; His grace changes us and gives us meaning in our lives; and finally, His grace gives us 

hope.  Because Jesus was born for you, lived and died for you, and then rose again for you, you 

can live your life for Him with hope.  Not a wish or a fantasy, but a certain expectation that what 

He has promised is going to be.  Our great God and Savior Jesus, who for a little while made His 

home here on earth with us, is at this very moment preparing a home for you in heaven.  He will 

come back and take you to be with Him there. 

Christmas is about getting.  It’s about getting something we never deserved.  A Savior 

sent to us from God who pours out His grace—His undeserved love—to save us, to change us, 

and to give us hope.  Now, that’s what you have been given, but it’s also what you have to give. 

We all have all kinds of opportunities during the Christmas season to bring joy to people by 

giving them gifts whether that’s through charity or through a present that’s wrapped up under the 

Christmas tree.  But the greatest joy, and by far the best gift that you can give is the message of 

God’s grace which appeared on that first Christmas in the form of our Savior Jesus. 

To Him be all glory forever and ever.  Amen. 


